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Announcements / Sharing  
CCHS- new EI group approved @ Fairport site.  Please inform everyone. 
CP Rochester – does not have EI Administrative Assistant, so go to Cathy Dell for program and Julie 
Johnson for evaluations. 
FRC –As of July 1, 2012, FRC will have a reduced OSC team. The future of all EI services at FRC is 
uncertain at this point, but if the governor's proposal is approved, more than likely FRC will 
discontinue EI services.             
 
Follow Up on Action Items from Previous Meeting (see agenda for actions taken previous to this 
meeting.)             

• County Action:  AMS sent emails for RS (FRC) and KM & VF (CCHS) to Donna Noyes and 
asked that the group survey be sent to you. Update: FRC and CCHS did not get an invite; Ann 
Marie will ask again. 

• Provider Action for EI: Please send updated rosters (with contact information) to Denise 
Edelman (dedelman@monroecounty.gov) and include credentials such as LCSW, COTA, etc.  
This info is needed by SC’s when they create a Service Authorization in NYEIS. 

    
Agenda:   
 
Presentation (2:15-2:45pm) by Christie Petrakos, PhD, Mt Hope Family Center  
Research being conducted on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders and specifically developed 
interventions for children with FASDs to reduce secondary disabilities.  She discussed process for 
recruiting subjects and recruiting providers to interview for the study. The latest research shows FASD 
occurs in 2-7/1000 births, but believe it is more prevalent. Environmental challenges: Multiple foster 
care placements, parenting, behavioral issues and cognitive delays.  All struggle with cognitive 
difficulties likely related to the alcohol exposure.  Secondary disabilities might be prevented with 
proper support.  Regulatory behavior problems, frustration, and mental health problems.  Christie is in 
the information gathering phase where she is interviewing until the end of May, and hopes to 
implement the intervention around March 2013. Targeting ages 4-8; focus groups will be 1.5 hrs. 
Many kids in Monroe County do not get the diagnosis.  Ob/gyns do not ask those questions.  Do the 
evaluation teams ask? Christie is still trying to get information.  If you have families that may be 
interested in participating or you are interested in participating in an interview as a provider, please 
have them contact Christie directly. 
 
Both EI & Preschool- tour of Head Start/EHS classrooms.  
      
EI                    

• Info regarding NYSDOH BEI HRSA Research Project on autism.  Parent participation is 
voluntary.  Action: Ann Marie will send out an email to you about the State Autism Research 
project.  Please print a copy and circulate it among your staff. 
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• Update regarding LEICC meeting held on 2/8/12 & Action LEICC has planned discussed 
above.  
Additional detail regarding ’12 Governor’s Preliminary Budget- Many concerns expressed 
about the “arms-length” issue.  What is the purpose? Perception of conflict of interest? Article 
7 has more detailed language.  There is a waiver process. From a business model? 
How to overcome the impact on providers? Question asked:  Is the county concerned about the 
impact on the program?  Yes, the county is concerned.  Ann Marie has communicated with Dr. 
Doniger regarding potential impact on the program.  NYSDOH BEI has communicated that the 
EI Administrative funds would decrease annually if the state take’s over fiscal responsibility 
for the program which is also a concern as these monies are used to administer the EIP.  The 
split between state and county for paying for services will continue to be state 49% and county 
51%.  
If enacted, how will these proposals be enforced?  Several providers have reached out to 
insurers who report that they know nothing about the proposal.  
If we have to make it work, how can we help ourselves?   
What is the carrot for insurers to be interested/agree to enter into contracts with EI providers? 
The process for billing is not clear as yet, but right now there is a high rejection rate of claims 
because of technicalities.  Concern expressed regarding there being a delay to payment to 
providers if the state assumes fiscal responsibility for the program.   
 
LEICC Chair, Tracey Taylor, is writing a letter from the provider perspective.  Nancy Consol 
wrote a letter that providers can use with parents.  The LEICC Chairs in neighboring counties 
have also been contacted and these letters have been shared with them so the western part of 
the state is sending a united message.  Action:  Providers, please complete and return these 
letters.  These letters will be collated into packets and hand delivered to legislators and other 
key state representatives.  A united front is important; do it this week !!   
Parent advocacy is key; discussion on how to involve parents in this. 

 
The local rep for the governor, Dave Sealy, could not meet with MarielleCupini (SSLC) due to 
the Governor’s visit on Friday. There are other groups advocating for EI…Winning 
Beginnings, RECDC.  The Governor has not met with any lobbyists since the budget 
announcement was made.  
 
Pam Mederois, lawyer and part of the Western Alliance that represents providers, to make 
presentations to agencies on managed care systems.  Who else could help? Could we use the 
data from the State Child Family Outcome project to prove efficacy of EI? LEICC produced a 
brochure on EI “being a good investment” that has been and can continue to be circulated as an 
educational advocacy tool.  A suggestion was made to halt services and instead have providers 
use the time for advocacy.   
 

• NYEIS- http://www.cma.com/Solutions/NYEarlyInterventionInformation.html 
Please remember to use this link as a resource for information on NYEIS. 
 

• Make Up Policy – will be discussed at the next meeting; new policy handed out. 
 
Preschool                     
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CPSE Roundtable- discussion regarding meeting held on 2/6/12.  The guidance document was passed 
out, and will be sent electronically (Action by AM) Page 2 section for those not in EIP Direct  A few 
agencies have sent letters to districts about how they will handle issues. Please copy in Ann Marie. 
Annual Reviews – frustration over each district having their own process. Providers really want to 
know what each district wants them to do, but districts are reluctant to put this info in writing.  The 
group agreed that providers’ processes for annual review should be based on regulation, not on the 
interpretation of individual districts.  If providers are unable to work things through with individual 
districts, they can contact NYSED regarding their concerns and/or RECDC as Beth G-L is willing to 
be the liaison between the districts and providers. .   
Another idea- What if an information grid could be created with information on what the providers will 
do for each district?  Suggestion to have the county use leverage on how the districts should proceed 
because the county funds services; however, the decisions regarding Preschool Special Ed are made by 
CPSE.     
 
Declassification- Action: The state to issue issue clarification on this issue. 
 
Other:  Suggested topics for future meetings. 
       
Next Meeting:  Wed, March 21st, at Mary Cariola Children’s Center, 100 Elmwood Ave. (enter 
through Door #1), Suite 100, Rochester, NY 14620 Contact:  Christine Sheffer  271-0761 


