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MONROE COUNTY FIRE/EMS COMMUNICATIONS BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING: October 20, 2011
ATTENDANCE: 
P. Bietry, S. Bowman, M. Catalano, J. Coates, T. Czapranski, S. DeRosa, 

M. Dobertin, D. Sansone, S. Leuchtner, T. Link, J. Merklinger, A. Smith,


L. Vaughan, R. Verdouw, T. Warth, R. Zwaga, L. Ruiz

EXCUSED:
S. Lancaster, D. Pfersick
GUESTS:
J. Dabbs, A. Sienkiewicz
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tim Warth at 5:00 PM.
A quorum of voting members was present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
September meeting minutes were approved. 
COMMUNICATIONS 
A Thank you card from the family of Joyce Zwaga for the donation from the Board was read.
DIGITAL PAGING: J. Dabbs/R. Verdouw

R. Verdouw:

· Met with departments regarding return of two way pagers and having the response displayed at the fire house.
J. Dabbs:

· New pager 1503 added to the product line. Design is smaller and lighter with a longer battery life. 
· There is an interest in routing the en-route/on scene responses from pagers to agency command staff. Looking into this. 
R. Verdouw:
· $1 month warranty program was discussed regarding capital assets. If an agency would like their equipment back after radio center “scraps it” they need to contact R. Verdouw to make this request.

· A. Smith asked if agencies should be looking into the replacement of pager equipment due to life expectancy. R. Verdouw agreed that agencies should be looking into replacement equipment in the foreseeable future.
EXISTING SYSTEM STATUS/NARROWBAND – T. Warth
· Ops channels were discussed in length. Leaning toward “Ops 6” for the common channel. Per J. Coates most 4th battalion agencies will be affected by this.
· Battalion Reps need to poll their agencies regarding the naming and what is currently being used for Ops and Tac channels. Please send Ops channel list with names to Steve Leuchtner at sleuchtner@gmail.com 
FUTURE TRUNKING SYSTEM COMMITTEES – T. Warth
· Met Tuesday with sub committee
· Working with Harris on technical and operational areas
· More information should be presented at December meeting

ECD DIRECTOR’S REPORT – J. Merklinger
· CAD project progressing

· Having some equipment delivery issues w/vendor

· Meeting on 26th with IR agencies

· Working on a 911 backup facility at Airport

· Perinton Amb can longer supply back up for 911. Gates will be covering for the time being. Test will be in November

· Jeremy DeMar was promoted as supervisor.
EMS REPORT – T. Czapranski
· Discussed code 13 and working with S. DeRosa
· EMS coordinators will put status on status board downtown
FIRE BUREAU REPORT – S. DeRosa
· Discussed Code 13. Currently working with all county Fire Chiefs for a direction. Also interfacing with law enforcement.
· Currently testing 20 Harris Unity Portable radios

· Currently testing the 1503 pagers

FIRE ADVISORY REPORT – J. Lemcke
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR – S. Bowman
· Discussed interoperability issues at Burnwell incident. Changes have been made.
· Looking into interoperability and how apparatus will be communicating with each other.
R. Verdouw – Burnwell Incident/Interoperability

· Had some problems with the interoperability patches. These problems have been addressed and fixed.

· If you are aware that you will need any of the MCU assets, out of county, please give Radio Center a call early to give ample time for response.
· It would be appreciated if you hear an adjoining county has changed programming please let Radio Center know. 
L. Vaughan
· Second battalion is working on interoperability issues. Proposal was given to Directors and will be brought to the Board at the November meeting.
J. Coates

· Question on 175 issues. Per R. Verdouw he is looking into this.

NEW BUSINESS
OLD BUSINESS
ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT – M. Dobbertin
· Closed the 3rd Battalion Chief. 
· Communication issues have subsided.
BATTALION REPORTS 
Batt 1 – T. Link
· Currently testing the 1503 pager. Will be submitting any issues.
Batt 2
- L. Vaughan
· Attended Executive Fire meeting and discussed 4th battalion Trunking workgroup.

Batt 3
-  D. Sansone
· SEQ raised concern regarding Defib 34 call-sign w/ECD
Batt 4 – J. Coates
· Working with the 4th battalion Trunking work group including county, Harris, LCD. LDC  providing grant writer. Did a presentation to Executive Chief’s regarding Trunk group findings. Will meet on Nov. 5th with Communications.
· Have had requests from 4th battalion agencies for text message of calls. ECD working with law department on this issue.
Batt 5
- P. Bietry 
· Nothing new to report at this time.

ANYTHING FOR THE GOOD OF THE BOARD
Meeting was adjourned at 6:06 PM 
The next meeting of the Fire and EMS Communications Board is scheduled for
Thursday November 17, 2011@ 5:00 pm in Room 201A (upstairs) at the
Public Safety Training Facility, 1190 Scottsville Road.
1190 Scottsville Road Suite 203 Rochester, NY 14624 (585) 753-3750/FAX (585) 753-3867

